
                                                                                                                               

 

 

 
News release 
For immediate release 
 
Canada and Nunavut support the design phase for two new water treatment facilities  
 
Rankin Inlet, Nunavut, February 24, 2023—Today, the Honourable Dominic LeBlanc, Minister 
of Intergovernmental Affairs, Infrastructure and Communities, and the Honourable David 
Joanasie, Minister for Community and Government Services for the Government of Nunavut, 
announced joint funding of $1.9 million for the design phase of two new water treatment plants 
in Rankin Inlet and Grise Fiord.  
 
With this funding, detailed designs will be developed. This work builds upon the planning studies 
that previously received joint funding in July 2022 and will ensure that these growing 
communities have the water treatment capacity they need for years to come. 
 
Today’s announcement contributes to the Government of Canada’s commitment to sustainably 
develop the North. Water treatment facilities perform vital functions that help make our 
communities healthier and more sustainable. Through projects like these, Arctic and northern 
communities are getting the resources they need to improve their essential services. 
 
By investing in infrastructure, the Government of Canada is growing our country’s economy, 
increasing the resiliency of our communities, and improving the lives of Inuit and all Canadians. 
 
Quotes 
 
“All communities deserve access to modern, reliable water treatment services. Our government 
will continue to work with territorial, community and Inuit partners to respond to the needs of 
Nunavummiut and build stronger, more resilient northern communities.”  
 
The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Infrastructure and 
Communities  
 
“Safe and clean drinking water in all communities across the North is a top priority for the 
Government of Nunavut. The dedication of our employees and continued collaboration with the 
Government of Canada will help ensure we see these critical infrastructure projects to 
completion.” 
 
The Honourable David Joanasie, Minister for Government and Community Services 
 
Quick facts 

• The Government of Canada’s funding of $1.425 million comes from the Green 
Infrastructure Stream of the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program. The 
Government of Nunavut is investing $475,000. 

• The programs in the Green Infrastructure stream support greener communities by 
contributing to climate change preparedness, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and 
supporting renewable technologies in Canada.  



• Under the Investing in Canada Plan, the federal government is investing more than $180 
billion over 12 years in public transit projects, green infrastructure, social infrastructure, 
trade and transportation routes, and Canada’s rural and northern communities. 

• Over the past six years, the Government of Canada has invested more than $338 million 
towards 15 infrastructure projects across Nunavut under the Investing in Canada 
Infrastructure Program.  

• During that period, over $50 billion has been invested in communities across Canada to 
support world-class, modern public infrastructure, including $2 billion for drinking water 
infrastructure projects. 

• Infrastructure Canada helps address complex challenges that Canadians face every 
day—ranging from the rapid growth of our cities, to climate change and environmental 
threats to our water and land. 

 
Associated links 
 
Federal infrastructure investments in Nunavut 
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/plan/prog-proj-nu-eng.html 
 
Investing in Canada Plan Project Map 
http://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/gmap-gcarte/index-eng.html 
 
Canada and Nunavut invest in water and wastewater treatment for Northern communities 
Canada and Nunavut invest in water and wastewater treatment for northern communities - 
Canada.ca 
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Contacts 
 
For more information (media only), please contact: 
 
Jean-Sébastien Comeau 
Press Secretary and Senior Communications Advisor 
Office of the Honourable Dominic LeBlanc  
Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Infrastructure and Communities 
343-574-8116 
Jean-Sebastien.Comeau@iga-aig.gc.ca 
 
Media Relations 
Infrastructure Canada  
613-960-9251 
Toll free: 1-877-250-7154 
Email: media-medias@infc.gc.ca 
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn 
Web: Infrastructure Canada 
 
Hala Duale 
Communications Specialist  
Community and Government Services  
867-975-5406  
hduale@gov.nu.ca  
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